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James Baldwin “Previous Condition”
James Baldwin is one of the authors who lived to see the racial strife in America. Even after spending numerous years abroad, his writings always narrated his unhappy experiences as a black man living in a white America. His writings are major depictions and reflections of the challenges that the black men faced as part of the consequences of a racially segregated community. The reflection and mirroring of society issues include the various aspirations of the black community, the disappointments they face as well as the strategies they have had to adapt to cope with the hostility of the white community. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the short story “Previous Condition,” the life of a young black man named Peter is portrayed. Peter, who is the main character in the story in which the idea of personal awareness based on skin color has greatly developed. The eloquence displayed by James Baldwin as an essayist, novelist, and playwright on matters relating to race made him one of the most important voices on racial and social issues in the late 1950s and early 1960s. He became a renowned social observer with major significance in the development of the civil rights movement. He greatly identifies the issue of racial discrimination in America and the implications it had on the black community. 

Background 
James Baldwin was born in 1924 in Harlem. His grandfather was a slave while his father was strict and religious. His life is displayed as filled with challenges relating to poverty and racial inequality in America he generally described as a white America. In the early parts of his life, James followed the steps of his religious father as a preacher. According to him, the years as a preacher were significant as they turned him into a preacher in the midst of the various challenges he was facing as a black man. His years as a preacher were also significant in influencing his writing style and tone (Bluefarb, pp. 26 - 29).  
He however left the life of a preacher with the dream of moving on and leading a different life. He left the pulpit to work at the railroad before moving to Greenwich Village where he spends many years as a freelance writer with more focus on book reviews. His freelance works caught the attention of another novelist who helped him in securing a grant which would support him as a writer. At the age of 24, Baldwin moved from his American home country to France where he reflected on his country and wrote about it (MAlik, Hansen, 2020). 
Previous condition 
The short story named "The previous Condition” displays the life of a young man living in a period of total awareness. Peter, who is the main character, lives in a period in time where the color of the skin is used as the key identification of who one is. The black skin color in the America of the whites made Peter feel isolated from the world he lives in. As the white community fails to accept him, he also refuses to accept himself as part of the black community. His attempts on becoming part of the white community while refusing to accept who he was based on the color of his skin led to him facing various challenges including humiliation, anger, fear as well as the feeling of alienation from society (Bluefarb, pp. 26 - 29). The life of peter in a generation dominated by the whites reflects on the experiences and impacts of the racial strife on other black people and the writer himself. 
Discrimination of people from different backgrounds is one of the major themes demonstrated in "The previous Condition." People from marginalized societies such as blacks, Jews, and Irish are discriminated against. Peter points out that the people from marginalized communities with white skin were however more advantaged than the blacks. He considers the discrimination subjected to Ida and Jules who is both Irish and Jewish as less likely to be discriminated against. After his Jewish friend Jules is kicked out of his apartment, Peter notes that he could walk to any bar without being automatically recognized by the people as someone from a marginalized community. Peter also uses the word “people” referring to the gaze received from White Americans (Elmakias, Zohar, 2021).
The gaze from the white people also dominates the short story when Peter goes to a restaurant with his friend Ida. At the restaurant, Peter, who is the narrator of the story explains that he yelled at Ida for smacking him and he could see the mood of the whole restaurant changing. He states that, “My stomach felt like water. Everyone was looking at us. I turned cold, seeing what they were seeing: a black boy and a white woman.” He also states that he saw Ida’s face turn perfectly white as she camouflaged with other white people in the restaurant although she was Irish. The whiteness of her skin allows her to perfectly fit with the other white people, enforcing the notion that Irish and Jewish could possibly present themselves as white (Bluefarb, pp. 26 - 29).
The notion of different levels of discrimination for different minority groups is greatly developed in the short story. As Peter describes, people of color are disadvantaged as they cannot resent themselves as part of the white majority like their Irish or Jewish counterparts. This made him feel even more isolated in the midst of friends like Jules and Ida. Peter argues with the landlady in the hallway, he states that he was completely aware of his under his robe. This gives him the feeling of being targeted despite doing nothing wrong. Throughout the story, Peter is trying to fit in a society of the whites he does not feel like he is accepted by the black community. This greatly develops his feeling of isolation and alienation from the community he lived in. 
The story also displays peter's feelings about living in a society where black men are discriminated against by the whites while he does not want to accept himself as part of the black community. He seems to hear all that the white people say about the blacks and greatly seems to believe in it. Having a view of himself as a black man from the perspective of the whites seems to be killing him. As he speaks to Jules, he states that “I’m tired, man, tired! Have you ever been to death of something? Well, I’m sick to death. And I’m scared.” Apart from being angry at the white people for not changing their perspectives or treatment of the black community, he also seems to be frightened by the implications of these differences. He fears that he might not be able to fit in either of the communities and this could make him completely isolated. 
Conclusion and summary 
James Baldwin is one of the great writers on racial issues which faced America in the late 1950s and early 1960s. His writings were major reflections and mirrors of the racial strife in America. His writings greatly coincide with the rise of the civil rights movement which promoted equality among all racial ethnicities.  The short story “previous conditions” is dominated by two major themes of discrimination and isolation. These are factors that greatly influence his feelings as he understands the perspective of the white man about the black community. He also shows the white people discrimination extending to other ethnic groups beyond the people of color to the Jewish and the Irish (Elmakias, Zohar, 2021)
From the short story, James Baldwin displays a kind of alienation from society brought by discrimination. The young black man named Peter, who is also the narrator of the story, witnesses a world where people are aware of their skin color as they are aware of their surroundings. Although the discrimination is extended to other communities like the Jews and the Irish, he develops the notion that all marginalized communities did not experience the same level of discrimination. Even when in the company of two friends from other minority groups, Peter feels that the level of discrimination they experience is quite different. He tells his Jewish friend that he would easily walk into a bar without the people noticing immediately that he is not white. 
Peter is also displayed as a young man who is affected by what the white people say contributing to his anger and fear. The story also shows a comparison of the Americans before the civil rights movement and modern-day America. Peter states that being with his Irish friend at a restaurant was odd for the people. Although most of the matters relating to race have not yet been solved, the short story greatly portrays what it was like to live a few generations after slavery (Elmakias, Zohar, 2021). 
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